Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church Programs
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GET READY FOR CARNIVAL SUNDAY!
When you think about going to church, is a carnival the first thing that comes to mind?
Probably not. Most folks believe that church is for serious-looking folks, who never have any
fun …
Find Peace!

Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church

Peace Memorial needs you!
Please review this newsletter to
see where you might find a place
at Peace!
“Just as you did it to one of the
least of these who ware members
of my family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40

But then, those folks don’t go to Peace Memorial!
We, the members and friends of Peace Memorial, know that coming here is not only faithbuilding, but joy-inducing! After all, this is where we meet our friends; this is where we are
inspired; this is where we laugh together, love together, and even as we worship, pray and
serve together. As the Family of Peace, we know that we are an Easter People. Sin is
forgiven; death is defeated; and life is transformed. All this knowledge leads us to live with
great joy.
Won’t you help us share this good news? On Sunday, September 24 th we will be celebrating
our annual “Invite a Friend to Church” Sunday. The hope and support we know as members
of this faith community is a gift worth sharing! Start thinking now about a friend, a neighbor, a
family member, or a co-worker to invite to church that day. We are planning an extra-lively
service to be followed by a carnival. There will be plenty of fair food and we will have a variety
of carnival games set up outside. We will even have a bounce house for the kiddos!
So start making plans now to celebrate Carnival Sunday here at the church on September 24 .
And remember, like any good day at the Carnival – it’s always best to share it with a friend!

Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church is a worshipping community that,
through the love of God in Jesus Christ and in the power of the Holy Spirit,
uncovers the spiritual gifts of believers, equipping and sending them into the
world to share God’s love.
Based on the four New Testament Marks of the Church, we are guided to:
Worship, Connect, Serve & Grow
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“Do

justice, love kindness,
& walk humbly.”

PEACE YOUTH UPDATE

O

ur Peace Youth has some good vibes right in time for
school to start!
“Good Vibes” was our theme for the summer. We
focused on creating positive energy within ourselves, our
Peace Youth family, and our greater community through team
building, getting silly, and going out of our comfort zones.
Summer opportunities included the Montreat Youth
Conference, camp at Cedarkirk, social gatherings, a trip to
adventure island and youth group on Wednesday nights.

Pastoral Perspective: After Charlottesville

Now we are ready for the fall, and there are a lot of
opportunities for students to grow, connect and serve. We’re
offering confirmation for grades 7 and up, youth group on
Wednesday nights from 6 to 8 pm, a monthly social gathering
and the Fall Fusion Retreat in November. There are also a lot
of opportunities to support this growing program.

If, like me, you were shocked and sickened, and frankly scared, by what you saw in the wake of the violent Charlottesville
demonstration you may be wondering: “In the face of such ugliness and evil, as a Christian what should I do?”
I’m not sure I have the perfect answer to that – and I certainly can’t offer a complete answer in the limited space available here –
but I do think it is important that we at least begin to address the issue as a community of faith. And I think it is important that we
clarify what we believe to be central to our Christian faith, and state clearly what it is we stand for.

Check out the Peace Youth calendar and stay connected to
us through our Instagram!

First, we need to be clear about what’s going on. This was not a disagreement between well-intentioned people who find
themselves at different places along the political spectrum. What we witnessed was an overt act of racism, by a variety of
white supremacist groups, designed to sow discord and intimidate those they whom they hate and blame.

Rosalie Bradford
Director of Youth Ministries

So back to the original question: What should we, do as followers of Jesus Christ?

Rbradford@peacememorial.org

Perhaps the first place we should begin is where Jesus said we should always begin: with repentance. When Jesus began his
public ministry the first word he uttered was: “The time has come! The kingdom of God is drawing near; so repent and believe in
the good news.” (Mark 1:15). Repentance means to face the truth and commit to moving in a new direction. We need to confront
the fact that the sin of racism is still alive-and-well in our society at large, and perhaps more importantly, we each need to examine
our own attitudes and assumptions regarding the worth and value of “others.”
I also think it is important as a people of faith that we say, not just what we are against, but what we stand for. In the passage
quoted above, Jesus also told us to “Believe in the Good News.” Well, what is that “good news?” Is it not that God loves us…
that God loves every one of us…and that includes those who are like us, and those who are not ( see Ephesians 2:14). This is the
“kingdom” that Jesus came to proclaim and usher us into…this is central to what we believe.
Next, we need to pray: We need to lift up those who are the victims of hate and violence. We need to pray for peace. And we
need to pray for God’s action and our own: “Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10).
And finally we need to put hands and feet to those prayers by doing justice, showing compassion, and pursuing reconciliation, with
humility. Jesus commands us to: “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you/others” (Matthew 5:44). That doesn’t
mean accepting or tolerating injustice, but neither does it mean responding to hate with hate and violence with violence. No, Paul
says, “We are not to “be overcome by evil, but rather overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21).

Yours in the journey of faith,
- Pastor Bob

01-02 Family Retreat
Join us for a weekend at Cedarkirk.
Sign up on our website!
03 Rock Climbing Trip
We are headed to Vertical Ventures
in St. Pete! $25.00 per person &
dinner at Pastor Dawn’s. 15 spots
available, pick up at 6:30pm in
Peace parking lot.
10 Confirmation Gift in Worship
Gift of a study Bible from the Peace
Family in worship.
17 Confirmation Class
Welcome to the first Confirmation
class! Upstairs in movie room at
9am.

01 Confirmation Class #2
16 Faith in Action Opportunity
Helping out at the RCS Warehouse from
10am-12pm.
22 Confirmation Class #3
19-22 Jazz Fest Parking Fundraiser
This is a big fundraiser for us! Students and
parents are needed to parade around with
signs and hang out in the lot charging for
parking! Please attend from 6-9pm.
27 Youth Night
Pizza making and service project at the church.
From 6-9pm $5.00 dinner donation.
28 Belleair Parks & Rec Halloween Party
Party is from 5:00-8:30pm at the Dimmitt
Community Center.
31 Trick or Feeding
Come trick or treat and help our community
at the same time with your Peace
Youth family from 5-8pm.

5 Confirmation Class #4
12 Confirmation Class & Faith in Action
Class at 9am and Faith in Action Peace
Café project following worship at noon.
17-19 Fall Fusion Retreat
Cedarkirk for the weekend! $70 per
student, $30 deposit due at sign up.
22nd Annual Friends-Giving
Our Thanksgiving feast at youth group!
Bring a dish to share and invite a friend!
Join us from 6-8pm.

T

he GROW team has been hard at work to provide
a variety of weekly options for Peace disciples.

ADULT
Adult Bible Study

Sunday Mornings at 9:00 a.m.. beginning
September 10
This Fall, our Adult Sunday School Class will
embark on a study of the Gospel of Mark. Why
Mark? Because in some ways Mark is the most
overlooked and under-appreciated of the four
Gospels. But Mark is actually the earliest of the
four Gospels; and it was the source-book behind
the Gospels of Matthew and Luke! Mark is also
the shortest, and easiest to digest. So if you
would like to know more about who Jesus was,
and what it means to be a follower of Jesus, then
this is the study for you! James Tita and Pastor
Bob will be team teaching this class.
Early Bird Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings at 8 a.m.

Cedarkirk is the
Presbytery of Tampa
Bay’s Camp and
Conference center
located in Lithia, FL.
They offer programs
throughout the year.

This fall we be studying “King David: A Man after
God’s Own Heart” (a study of 1 Samuel). King
David was the greatest of Israel’s kings of old,
and it was from David’s lineage that Jesus, the
Messiah, would later come. Pastor Bob leads this
class every Wednesday morning, beginning
September 6th, from 8:00-9:00 a.m. at the church.
Typically the group goes out to breakfast
afterwards, and then re-gathers at the church to
help with our “Pack-a-Sack” Ministry. Bible Study,

Fellowship, and Mission…what an opportunity!

CEDARKIRK OPPORUNITIES

CHILDREN
Weekly Children’s Time
Each Sunday, beginning September 10, at 9:00
a.m., all children are invited to the Nursery where
one of our Peace Family Members will share a
children’s book that reflects a biblical theme and
connect it with a story from the Bible and a fun
activity. Our Nursery Caregivers will be present,
as well, ensuring that all children will be able to
participate as they are able.
Nursery
During our 10:30 a.m. worship service in the
sanctuary, Peace Memorial offers nursery care
for infants and toddlers in our professionally
staffed nursery where our caregivers play, read
Bible stories and sing Bible songs with our
children.
Children’s Enrichment
Every Sunday our younger disciples participate in
worship and then head to the Sunday School
rooms for age-appropriate Sunday School
lessons with our passionate and dedicated
teachers.
Please Note: We will be presenting Bibles to
Peace children and youth and commissioning all
those involved in educational ministry on Sunday,
September 10 at 10:30 a.m. Please contact the
church office if you’d like to ensure your child/
youth receives an age-appropriate Bible. You will
need to provide your child’s name and age.

Confirmation
Using a collaborative approach to learning, this
Family Camp, September 1-2: All members of
twice monthly Sunday class is offered to all youth
our Peace family (singles, married: with children
grades 7-12 and adults interested in exploring
and without) are encouraged to attend.
the foundations of our Presbyterian tradition.
Information and registration forms are on-line at
Participants will have the opportunity to discover
www.peacememorial.org under the “Community”
what Presbyterians believe about: God, scripture,
tab.
how we live and worship together in community,
baptism, communion, and living the faith. Youth
Falltastic, September 29-30: This 24-hour retreat
and adults will begin the sessions together, view
nd th
is designed for 2 -5 grade students. Information
a brief film clip to introduce the topic and then
and registration forms are on-line at the Peace
break into age-divided groups to explore the
website under the “Community” tab.
lesson. As this class is built around the Pinellas
County Schools calendar, some months the class
Fusion, November 17-19: This youth retreat is
meets every other week, other months, it meets
offered to all middle school and high school
two weeks in a row. The Fall dates are as
youth. Contact Rosalie Bradford, our Youth
follows: September 17, October 1 & 22,
Director, for more information.
November 5 & 12, December 3 & 10.

WORSHIP
SEPTEMBER
Pastor Bob will lead a short sermon series entitled “No Fair!” as we explore what
fairness and justice might look like in God’s economy.
10 Commissioning of Enrichment & Bible Study Teachers & Presentation of Bibles.
24 Evangelism Sunday (or “Invite a Friend to Church” Sunday) is the last Sunday of the
month. This special service will conclude with a carnival in Roebling Hall and Memorial
Garden.
OCTOBER
This is one of the busiest and best months of the year!
01 Pastor Liudmila Hernández Retureta from our partner church in Cuba will be preaching
on World Communion Sunday.
Over the next three weeks Pastor Bob will be preaching on “Obstacles to Gracious Giving.”
Bob believes that all of us want to find more joy in our giving, as well as be more generous,
but there are things that hold us back. So what are they? And what can open up the wellsprings to a more joyful generosity? Find out in October!
22 We will have a rollicking good time on “Jazz Sunday”. Brunch to follow - sponsored by
the youth.
29 Finally, we will conclude the month with our annual Reformation Sunday “Kirkin’ O ‘ the
Tartans Service!” This is one of our favorite services of the year: bagpipes and banners
and men in kilts!

See You Sundays at Church!!!

CHOIR
Adult Choir

Rehearsals: Thursday nights, 7 :15 p.m.
Sunday mornings before Worship, 9:30 a.m.

This group of adults from a range of age groups, sing a variety of music, from Renaissance
motets through traditional anthems and contemporary music. Special worship services
featuring the choir, including Lessons and Carols, presented in Advent and Lent.
Handbell Choir

Rehearsals: Thursday nights, 6:00 p.m.

If you can count to four, you, too, can ring bells. It's an enjoyable way to participate in worship,
requiring only a small time commitment.
Children’s Choir

Sunday mornings following worship

Ages 4-10 are welcome to join their voices to this enthusiastic group. The Children's Choir
participates in worship roughly once every two months.

PRESBYTERIAN MEN & WOMEN

PEACE CAFÉ

Martha Circle
This Circle meets at 10:00 a.m. on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month in the Magnolia Room.

We continue to serve a warm meal to our
hungry neighbors on Thursday Nights. Many
outside groups come to volunteer but hosts
from our congregation are still needed—
especially the first and second Thursdays of the
month. The meal is served at 5:30 p.m.
Volunteers begin to gather around 4:30 p.m. for
set up and dinner prep.

Catherine Circle
This Circle meets at 5:30 p.m. on the 2nd
Tuesday of the month. Meetings held in
members' homes.

Concerts are held at 3:00 p.m. on
Sundays.

 October 8—“Viola and Piano”
We open our season series with a
classical concert featuring the viola
and piano.

Sisters’ Circle
This Circle meets at 7:00 p.m. on the 3rd
Thursday of the month. Meetings held in
members' homes.
Men’s Group
Men of Peace Memorial gather every Saturday
morning at 8:30 a.m. for a time of Bible Study,
prayer and often engage in book studies. This
group is very active in service and outreach.

 November 12—“A Jazz Tribute to
Veterans”
Just in time for Veterans Day, the
Al Downing All Stars with featured
vocalist Synia Carroll will get our
toes tapping.

 December 10—“Holiday Magic
To liven your holiday mood, we will
bring you the beautiful voices of
singers from the St. Pete Opera
Company.

 January 14—“Gypsy Serenade”
The popular Con Brio String Quartet returns from Boca Raton, this
time joined by Pianist Sheng-Yuan
Kuan.

 February 11—”My Jazzy Valentine”
New to our series, the remarkable
Peter & Will Anderson Trio (clarinet,
sax and guitar) will delight you with
jazzy renditions of your favorite
romantic tunes from the Great
American Songbook.

 March 11—“The Sister Act: Pipes
and Viola”
As we enter Spring, sisters Cathy
and Carol Rodland will bring us an
exciting program featuring viola
and pipe organ.

NEW MEMBER PROCESS
Whether you have been attending Peace
Memorial for some time…or whether you are new
to our faith-community…YOU ARE INVITED to
our next round of New Member Classes.
Perhaps these are better called “Inquiry Classes”
or “Discovery Classes” because the purpose of
these classes is to find out more about the
Presbyterian Church in general, and Peace
Memorial in particular. Our gatherings are
informal and informative as we try to answer the
questions you have, and have a little fun together
along the way!

On the second Thursday of each month, Food
for Thought offers a simple supper beginning
at 6:00 p.m. in Roebling Hall and guest
lecturers focusing on contemporary topics.
While fellowship is priceless, we do receive
donations for supper. The program concludes
at 7:30 p.m.
September 14
Cyberbullying: How it happens, its impact and
how to respond.

Other ministries use our facilities to serve a
warm meal on Sunday and Monday nights.

COLD NIGHT SHELTER

October 12
Celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation: History & Future Implications

Peace Memorial will faithfully open its doors to
our homeless neighbors between November 15
and March 15 when the temperature drops
below 40 degrees. The decision to open is
made by Pinellas County.

November 9
Protecting Yourself from Financial Exploitation

Make yourself available to help for the 20172018 Season. Volunteers are needed for all
shifts:

December
Advent: No Session

PEACE PALS






5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. (Dinner is served)
8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.
11:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m.
5:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.

Peace Pals is an amazing small group
opportunity for older adults at Peace Memorial.
They are an active bunch—taking on
adventures all over the Tampa Bay Area.

PACK-A-SACK

Class 1: What Do Presbyterian Believe” will be
offered after church on Sunday, September 10th,
(12:00-1:00 p.m. with a light lunch), and again on
Wednesday September 13th (6:00-7:00 p.m., with
a simple supper). Pick the day/time that works
best for you!

Keep an eye out for more information
regarding these upcoming dates:

Class 2: What’s So Special about Peace
Memorial?” will follow the same schedule one
week later: right after church on September 17th
and again on Wednesday the 20th at 6:00 p.m.
If after attending the classes you decide to join
the church, we have a third gathering: this time
on Sunday, September 24th before the worship
service (during the Sunday School hour from
9:00-10:00 a.m.). At this morning meeting, the
Session (our governing board) will meet with you
to act on your request for membership, then you
will be received as a member during the worship
service immediately afterwards.
Please speak with Pastor Bob or Pastor Dawn, or
contact the church office (446-3001), if you are
interested in attending.

November 16th - The Gamble Plantation and
Historic State Park in Ellenton.

Did you know that more than 36,000 children in
Pinellas County are “food insecure”? You are
welcome to join us in an effort to feed children
in our local area, Peace Memorial participates in
the Pack-A-Sack program providing meals to
hungry children on weekends. Please make a
donation to Pack-A-Sack; any amount will be
greatly appreciated.

October 12th - The Classic Car Museum in
Sarasota.

December 16th - “Holiday Pops” by the
Florida Orchestra.

GOOD GRIEF
Meet in the church parlor at 10:00 a.m. for a
time of discussion and encouragement for
those who have lost a loved one. This is not a
therapy session but a small group of sharing
and journeying together.

Wednesday Mornings at 10:00 a.m.

A group of volunteers gathers on Wednesday
morning at 10:00 a.m. in Peace Café to pack
bags for the week.

THE DEACONS

F

rom a Global Perspective -

•News from Cuba.
Sancti Spiritus is our sister church in Cuba.
Pastor Liudmila Hernandez & Elder
Yanley Bonet Jimenez will be visiting the US
in September. They will be with us from 9/26 –
10/2. There will be opportunities to hear
about the programs at Sancti Spiritus,
especially the elderly lunch feeding program
we support. Pastor Hernandez will meet with
our church family, youth, leaders, and
mission team members as well as preaching
on World Communion Sunday. Help us
welcome them and learn how to strengthen
our partnership with our church family at
Sancti Spiritus.
•News from Malawi
We continue to fund clean and accessible
water in Malawi. Our missionary Jim McGill
and family have recently moved to Niger.
•News from Honduras
Through our giving, children in Honduras
receive assistance to attend school as
“Education is the Key to breaking the cycle of
poverty in Honduras.” Money is used for
uniforms, books and tuition.

“The students and staff of
Ponce de Leon School are
grateful for our Peace donation
of school supplies.”

•News from Tirzah International
The global leaders retreat in Kenya was a
success as “women who are changing their
world” planned, shared and worshipped
together. Brooks will be going to Cyprus in
September for the roundtable on new
communities in the Arab World.
Please keep these missions in your prayers
as we seek to be Christ in the world. If you
have a heart for global missions, please
contact Brooks Workman. 727.698.1513

“Just as you did
it to one of the
least of these
who are
members of my
family, you did
it to me.”

