Service for the Lord’s Day
The Second Sunday of Advent
December 6, 2020
Half Past Ten o’clock in the Morning

PREPARING FOR THE WORD OF GOD
VOLUNTARY

Of the Father’s Love Begotten

John Cook

WELCOME AND INVITATION TO THE SEASON OF ADVENT
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES

Recorded Service: Chancel Choir
Public Service: Brown and Woodring Families
Today we light the candles of Hope and Peace
I dream of the first pitch of opening season.
I dream of family home for the holidays.
I dream of good books and homemade meals.
I dream of sunset drives with the windows down.
These are beautiful dreams, but I also have urgent dreams.
I dream of conversations across party lines.
I dream of more bridges and less walls.
I dream of more laughter and less fear.
I dream of more listening and less tears.
But most of all, I dream of peace like a river.
Today we light the candle of peace.
May it remind us that there is another way. Amen.

CAROL

Prepare the Way, O Zion
Prepare the way, O Zion,
your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley
a level way appear.
Greet One who comes in glory,
foretold in sacred story.
O blest is Christ who came
in God’s most holy name.

BEREDEN VÄG FÖR HERRAN

He brings God’s rule, O Zion;
he comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom,
and justice, truth, and love.
Lift high your praise resounding,
for grace and joy abounding.
O blest is Christ who came
in God’s most holy name.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God,
We wish that peace was something we could buy.
We wish that peace could be ordered in a subscription service,
found on a map,
downloaded in an app,
or voted for on the ballot.
We wish that peace was as easy as a one-time choice when we are feeling our best.
However, what we have found is that peace involves everyday decisions,
to forgive one another,
or to do the right thing,
whether we feel like it or not.
So today I confess that I need your help this Advent season.
Prepare the way for greater peace in me,
and teach me how to share it with others.
Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
PASSING OF THE PEACE

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO

GLORIA

MISSION AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD
A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES

PSALTER LESSON | Psalm 85:8-13
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,
for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.
Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;
righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
and righteousness will look down from the sky.
The Lord will give what is good,
and our land will yield its increase.
Righteousness will go before him,
and will make a path for his steps.
CAROL

Come Now, O Prince of Peace
Come now, O Prince of Peace;
make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus;
reconcile all people.

Come now and set us free
God, our Savior.
Come, O Lord Jesus;
reconcile all people.

Come now, O God of love;
make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus;
reconcile all people.

Come, hope of unity;
make us one body.
Come, O Lord Jesus;
reconcile all people.

O-SO-SO

SCRIPTURE LESSON | Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight” ’,
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their
sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

SERMON

Those Who Dream… Prepare the Way!

Rev. Bob Scott

WE RESPOND TO THE WORD OF GOD
OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
OFFERTORY ANTHEM

People, Look East

Eugene Butler

People look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year. Make your house fair as you are able, trim the
hearth and set the table. People, look east, and sing today: love, the guest, is on the way! Furrows, be glad.
Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there: give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course
the flower may flourish. People, look east, and sing today: love, the rose, is on the way! Stars, keep the watch.
When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim, shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and
moon together. People, look east, and sing today: love, the star, is on the way. Angels announce to man ad
beast him who cometh from the east. Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People look east, and sing today: love, the Lord, is on the way!

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
OUR LORD’S PRAYER (Collectively)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
THE WORD’S OF INSTITUTION
THE BREAD AND THE CUP
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
COMMUNION MUSIC

Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising

Healey Willan

CAROL

Comfort, Comfort Now My people
“Comfort, comfort now my people;
tell of peace!” So says our God.
“Comfort those who sit in darkness
mourning under sorrow’s load.
To my people now proclaim
that my pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their sins I cover,
and their warfare now is over.”

GENEVAN

For the herald’s voice is crying
in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance,
since the reign of God is here.
O, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way.
Let the valleys rise in meeting
and the hills bow down in greeting.

INVITATION AND BENEDICTION
CHIMES OF THE HOLY TRINITY | God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
VOLUNTARY

Oh, Come, Emmanuel

Wilbur Held

ANNOUNCEMENTS
A Wednesday Noon Recital Series in the Advent, Christmastide and Epiphany Seasons for those
seeking a quiet haven of peace. Each Wednesday of Advent, Tim Belk will provide a 30 minute noon
recital.
Join us on Wednesday nights in December for a brief half-hour Advent Vespers Service, starting
at 7:00 p.m. This year, these services will be held on Zoom, so all can participate from home.
Each week will feature a time of scripture, reflection and prayer. Contact the church office for the
Zoom link.
Concert Series Sunday, December 13, 3 p.m. Suncoast Bronze Ringers Let the Suncoast Bronze
Ringers warm your holiday spirits as they ring the season’s most beloved carols and songs
Angel Tree/Giving Tree, At this time of year when we are thankful for the grace that abounds in
our lives, may we be encouraged to be generous in our giving to those in need. Because of the
restrictions imposed due to Covid-19, the opportunity to select a child from the Angel Tree/Giving
Tree has changed. We are again in partnership with the Salvation Army to fulfill the Angel Tree
mission. Funds can be sent to Peace Memorial by check and designated for Angel Tree, or sent to
Peace Memorial online through Realm. Please choose "deacon ministry" from the drop down
menu.
Also we may access the giving options on the Salvation Army’s website by clicking on the link
provided on the Peace Memorial webpage. If computer access is not available to you, please call
the church office and specify a child’s gender and age and a Deacon will direct a child’s wishes to
you.
We could also fulfill this mission with a simple “Toy Drive”. You could purchase appropriate toys
and/or clothes for children from infant to twelve years and drop them off at the church, and the
Salvation Army will distribute them as needed. Please bring your unwrapped Angel Tree gifts to
Peace Memorial by December 11, 2020.
2021 Flower Calendar, Flower reservations for worship services in 2021 are now available. Cost is
$45. Contact Brooks Workman or call the church office to reserve your date.

Assisting in the leadership of worship are
Rev. Bob Scott, Senior Pastor; Rev. Dr. Dawn M. Haeger, Associate Pastor;
Andy Burwell, Liturgist;
Pam Chapin and Keith McMullen, Handbell Ringers;
Timothy Belk, Director of Music Ministries.
The Chancel flowers are presented to the glory of God
by Mary Elizabeth Williams
in memory of her brother, James Caswell Williams.
Choristers
Beth Daniels, Soprano
Rebecca Futral-Anderson, Soprano
Krysten Richards, Alto

Keith McMullen, Tenor
Kevin Nickorick, Tenor
Chris Lewis, Bass
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